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THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
B.   FROM A.D.  1204 TO A.D. 1453
I
IN the history of the Byzantine Empire the taking of
Constantinople by the Latins is an important date. It was
the first time, since its foundation, that the Byzantine capital
had fallen into the hands of the foreigners attacking it, and
the result of this event was the dislocation of the monarchy.
The victorious Latins settled on the ruins of the Byzantine
Empire. A Latin Empire was established at Constantinople,
of which Baldwin, count of Flanders, one of the leaders of the
Crusade, was the first sovereign; a Latin Kingdom of
Thessalonica was formed for Boniface of Montferrat. Latin
States were founded in Greece, of which the principal were
the duchy of Athens, governed by the Burgundian family of
La Roche, and the principality of Morea or Achaia, which,
under the Villehardouins, was undoubtedly the most lasting
consequence in the East of the Crusade of 1204. Finally
Venice, which had for a moment thought of appropriating
the entire Byzantine heritage, established in the Mediter-
ranean a wonderful colonial empire, both by directly occupy-
ing the most important strategic points, Crete, Euboea,
Gallipoli, and a whole quarter of Constantinople, and by
enfeoffing the islands of the Archipelago to her Patrician
families. The appearance of the Eastern world was com-
pletely transformed.
Some Greek States, however, remained, and at first, in the
collapse of the Empire, they were multiplied to infinity. But
among the ambitious, eager to carve out principalities for
themselves, three only were to succeed in forming permanent
States. At Trebizond there were two princes, descendants of
the Comneni, whose empire was to continue until the middle
of the fifteenth century. In Epirus there was Michael
Angelus Comnenus, a bastard of the family of the Angeli,
who founded a 'despotat* extending from Naupactus to
Durazzo. Lastly, at Nicaea, Theodore Lascaris, son-in-law
of Alexius III Angelus, collected together what remained of
the aristocracy and the higher ranks of the clergy of^Byzan-
tium, and in 1206 had himself crowned by the Patriarch as
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